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Hunger is a very real and mounting problem in our community.  The Community FoodBank of
New Jersey reports that, since 2008, demand for their services has increased by an
unprecedented 46 percent.  Much of the need has come from families who were firmly anchored
in the middle class until, through no fault of their own, they suffered a job loss in the recession.

  

Yet even as the toll of hunger has increased, the House Majority has sought to radically cut
programs that fight hunger in New Jersey and across America.  The Ryan Budget, which I
opposed, would slash the Food Stamp program by $36 billion over ten years, leading 2 million
Americans to lose access to Food Stamps and curtailing benefits for 44 million more.

  

Let’s be clear:  Food Stamps already provide only the barest of safety nets to vulnerable
families.  The average benefit is just $31.50 per week – about a dollar and a half per meal.  If
you are fortunate enough to ordinarily live on a much more comfortable food budget, I
encourage you to try purchasing a week’s worth of food at this price, as I did late last year . 
You will discover, in a profound and troubling way, the fragility of our safety-net programs.  Now
imagine how much more difficult your task would be if Food Stamps were cut further!

  

The Ryan Budget would do even more to take food off the table of the hungry.  It would
permanently eliminate the Social Services Block Grant program, which provides vital support for
Meals on Wheels, child care, and child protective services.  New Jersey has received $48.1
million through this program in 2012 alone.  

  

In a time of great need, I find it incomprehensible that the Republican majority would further
shred our social safety net in order to cut taxes on millionaires and preserve a bloated Defense
Department budget.

      

This is one in a series on the impact of the so-called Ryan Budget, the House Majority’s plan for
the federal government.  The budget passed the U.S. House of Representatives in March on a
mostly party-line vote.

  

Results for Local Communities:  Milltown

 1 / 3

http://ns.gmnews.com/news/2011-12-22/Front_Page/Rep_Rush_Holt_takes_on_the_food_stamp_challenge.html


Cuts Have Consequences
Friday, 18 May 2012 12:32

  

Part of my role as your representative is to respond to the individual concerns of you and your
community.  Recently, I’ve heard from many Milltown residents about the disruptions to their
lives caused by the closure of their local post office.

  

For more than eight months, ever since Milltown suffered severe flooding in Hurricane Irene, the
borough has lived without a functioning post office.  A temporary trailer was installed to provide
P.O. Box services, but all retail operations were transferred to the East Brunswick Post Office. 
Residents have faced longer drives to buy stamps, send a certified letter, or conduct the
day-to-day work of their small businesses.

  

Fortunately, we can now say that these disruptions will soon end.  Earlier this month, after a
series of letters and conversations between me, Milltown Mayor Eric Steeber, and senior postal
officials, I received a written commitment  from the U.S. Postal Service to maintain a postal
retail facility in Milltown for the long term.

  

View Your Social Security Statement Online

  

The Social Security Administration is now offering access to your Social Security Statement
online .

  

By creating an account and logging in, you can review your lifetime earnings record and see
estimates of your retirement and disability benefits, as well as estimates of the Social Security
and Medicare taxes you have paid.  You can even apply online for retirement and disability
benefits.

  

As always, I encourage you to contact me  if you run into any challenges in your interactions
with the Social Security Administration or any other federal agency.  I am always pleased to
have the opportunity to help.

  

Sincerely,
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http://www.mycentraljersey.com/article/20120515/NJNEWS/305150062/United-States-Postal-Service-says-it-will-keep-a-post-office-in-Milltown
https://www.socialsecurity.gov/mystatement/
https://www.socialsecurity.gov/mystatement/
http://holt.house.gov/contact
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Rush Holt
 Member of Congress
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